THE CAPRICORNS DISCOVER THEIR FEMININE SIDE
By Elina
National Game Austria vs Czech Republic 5 June 2004

„Aller Anfang ist schwer“, Austrians love to say. This old saying, literally meaning „every beginning is difficult“, could be the most appropriate way to describe Austrian women’s endeavour to start The Game.

In spite of all hindrances, it took a handful of committed, rugby-mad women from all walks of life to establish the first ever national rugby 15 team in Austria. From a tag-along crowd meeting once a week for a game of touch with the lads from the Vienna Celtic RFC to having enough women for a 15 a side game, Austrian women’s love for rugby culminated in their historic 1st match ever. 
They played against the Czech Republic, made up of ladies from Sparta Prague and Brno, on June 5, 2004 at Vienna’s Hohe Warte Stadium.
As a reward for their commitment, on the big day the President of the Austrian Rugby Union, Mr. Paul Duteil, gave the ladies Austrian national jerseys to play in, a fact which contributed to their already high motivation.
The match was refereed by Craig Morgan and was watched by numerous rugby fans and official guests from the FIRA-AER.
The two captains, Renée Carmine-Jones for Austria and Karolína Lokšíková for the Czech Republic, pushed hard to keep their teams aggressive for 60 minutes. The ladies on both teams were highly motivated, since for the Czechs this was also their first official national game.
The ladies were all a bit nervous at the beginning but after the first 10-15 minutes, nervousness gave way to confidence. The longer the game lasted the better it got.  By the time the first half was over the 350-400 spectators were watching a good rugby match. Nobody would have guessed that this was their first match ever at a national level.  
Lead by their captains, the teams came out onto the pitch for their second half. Both squads ready to go and totally pumped.  Most of the first half had been spent on the opposition’s side of the field. Right at the beginning of the second half things got even more exiting with the Austrians scoring the first try after a beautiful team effort. Playbook team work and execution! The try was scored by one of our youngest talents, Clara Krainhoefner.
This is when the determination of the Czech team kicked in. They struggled hard to the very end to balance out the score and forced our ladies into defense mode. Nobody wanted to lose this highly prestigious match.
The Czech ladies scored a try in the last minute of this exiting game and were rewarded for playing tough and not giving in to the powerful advances of the Austrian team.
Also a result of textbook teamwork, this tie was the fairest result for this historical game, both sides played well, tackled hard and deserved their points. 

This was an excellent start, and one to remember. Even though “aller Anfang ist schwer”, it is now behind us and we look forward to less hindrances, more support and more fierce competition with other ladies’ teams.
