LOOK AT THE SENIORS GO!!!!!! First league Match 2005/2006 Donau vs. Celtic
What a match!  Unfortunately both teams were very nervous for some reason (maybe because of our male spectators?), so there were lots of mistakes made and little controlled play. At least one thing did work though; a few fast breaks by both teams showed that we can capitalize on the opponent’s mistakes.  To lead off these breaks was Donau’s Cami. 5-0 for Donau. But Celtic wasn’t having any of that; or better said, scrambling Margaret wasn’t having any of that. She took advantage of a weak defense on Donau’s part and scored the revenge try; all even 5-5!  Then Margaret, a.k.a Speedy Gonzales of the day, shocked the crowd. She took off, left both teams standing there, watching in awe or sleeping, and scored a solo try.  Margaret is the most senior Celtic player, well, most senior Austrian rugby player actually, yet on this day she ran like a college athlete. WOW!! YOU GO GIRL!  SHOW THEM HOW IT’S DONE!

Before halftime Eva, also on a fast half-break, scored the next equalizer 10-10.  In the second half, the series of mistakes continued on both sides, until Ingrid took it upon herself to take off and leave Donau in the dust. Only Donau speedster Cami could follow, but Ingrid got to the try zone before Cami could tackle her, 15-10 Celtic. Now Donau faced another problem; Cami injured herself trying to catch up to Ingrid. Since 5-6 is not a game, Renee subbed herself into the game, against the doctor’s and the ref’s orders.  Seconds later good passing between Eva and Renee, and Renee, Donau’s most senior player, took off running and scored their try. She had Margaret breathing down her neck (yes that’s right, Margaret, she was on fire!), and Eva was there for support (very important!!). Renee scored and also converted her kick (the first conversion of the day!), Donau now lead 17-15. In the finishing moments of the game, after Donau won their first scrum of the day, Eva scored for the second time.  She also converted her kick, 24-15 for Donau. This was the final score, in a very tight and nervous match-up of 2 even skilled teams (that refused to show their skills as a team that day). Celtic did well to win almost every scrum. All in all, it was very exciting to watch from the sideline but not enough rugby being played; as Dr. Phil called it, mutual cuddling, no tackling, no good passing and catching displayed in this game. So, there is plenty of room to get back up to our standard (which we displayed in Munich at the Oktoberfest 7’s) and for general improvement as well. We all hope for the next time the nervousness will fade before we get on the pitch and the level of play will be much higher. I know you can do it, I’ve seen you do it!
By the way, Renee is in her 4th month (14th week on 1st October) of pregnancy and this was her last game as a player for a while. She is obviously going to continue to train and coach but won’t be converting any tried anytime soon! But she will be back as a player, for sure!
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